Dive 3 Manuelitta Left
 
The dive left at 3.15 and headed back to the same site but this time keeping
the reef on our left. As we descended we dropped onto a few large rays,
masses of lobster and shoals of snapper. The cleaner fish were out in mass
and before long we had the usual white / black tips with us. The
hammerheads were not here at this point but there was plenty to see. As we
carried on we turned to the left and ascended to 10m. at this point a
school of 12 hammerheads appeared circled us for a while and went back into
the blue. Carried on round no more sharks but a big surprise at the surface
RAIN!!!!! Mist rain and low viz, like a day at the cove. Back on board we
had snacks and hot chocolate. Cant wait for it to get dark for the night dive.
 
Dive 4 Night Manuelitta Inner Bay
 
We left the boat at dusk on the zodiac and shot back to the small island,
bioluminessance was sprayed everywhere. We had been told this would be the
best night dive we would ever do so it needed to be good. We rolled of the
rib and descended to a max of 9m. On the way down I was knocked by a few
sharks, as I continued they became more. Everywhere you looked there were
sharks and tuna hunting, weaving in and out of the rocks and pouncing on any
unsuspecting fish. The sunset corals were out in mass and on a small rock I
found a puffer hiding. After 35mins of being knocked and abused by sharks
we made our safety stops and came home for dinner.
 
I had forgotten that 4 longish dives per day in current can be tiring,
dinner was most deserverd an bed was imminent.
 
Day 4
 
Dive 1 Punta Maria 34m
 
We had moved from our mooring to the other side of Isles des Cocos, The
boat moved early morning. Another hearty breakfast & a briefing then it's
off to Punta Maria. We were warned there may be a current!!! A current?? It
was more like being inside a turbo Dyson!!! Two hands held onto the anchor
rope for grim life!! We descended to about 30m before a hard swim down
against a strong current, across at our nitrox mod to grab hold of the sea
mount. Time to try for a few seconds to hang on & try to slow your racing
heart down, if it was possible! Once there we gripped onto the rocks to drag
ourselves along trying to hide from the current. We saw large marble rays, a
moray, & then lots & lots of hammer heads. Yippee!! A few people tried to
take one handed photos, they were the brave few!! Others left their cameras
trailing in the current not wanting to let go. By now some were out of air
so did a free ascent, others crawled or swam, whatever they could manage, to
the next sea mount at 20m, to see a shoal of about 100+ hammer heads. We
climbed back onto the rib, only for it to start to rain again. This must
have been our Cocos initiation. Viv was so glad she put on her No Fear
bikini for this dive, who was she trying to convince? by (Viv and Jason)
 
Dive 2 Dirty Rock
 
The name of dirty is befitting, this sea mount has fast currents and surge
and swell worse than the north sea!!The viz was a good 15m as we got
battered against the rocks on the way down. As we descended we past vast
schools of snapper bream grouper corals and the odd reef shark. As we hit
the decks we were buffeted left and right and hanging on with one hand tried
to take some pictures. The Hammerheads again came to visit the cleaning
station en mass, up to 30 at a time swimming past and over us. We dropped
down with Javier to see them a little closer and the others left and drifted
away round the rock. We continued into the current (are we mad!!!!) pulling
ourselves towards a gulley, 4 minutes to deco and a low on air situation
later we start to ascend, as we hit 15m we get sucked through the rocks and
spat into the blue. A few goo fish shots as we make our stops then hit the
surface a good 1000m from where we got in. Who needs Alton Towers, this is
real seat of your pants stuff!!!
 
As we surfaced we were confronted by a school of Dolphin and an attack of
killer birds. Burgers and chips was the order of the day for lunch and then
we started to head to the next dive site.

