Chris,s logs zodiac 2.
Dive 3 Manuelitta Bay
 
We zodiaced around to the night dive site from the day before and dropped
down a mooring line to 25m. We were hunting for red lipped bat fish. If
they are so red how do they hide so well against white sand!!!!! We
continued along to find banded ribbon eels a large ray and one of the
biggest eagle rays I have seen. Despite no bat fish a small shoal of
hammerheads arrived to amuse us. As we continued the usual white tips were
out and Viv got the shock ogf her life when she turned to face 50 plus
sharks behind her. I found a golden / harlequin puffer half and half and
named it a Chris Puffer. The dive was nice and relaxed and ended with
another large ray. The Daniels duo , Dave and bill made it a little further
to find frogfish and a huge school of hammerheads, Damn why didn't we fin
harder.
 
Dive 4 Chattam Bay Night.
 
The dive dropped in at 17m, after a wrestle with Jasons bcd I dove with
Steve and Bill. The guy has the largest camera I have ever seen and the
video lights turned it to day. I bumbled around found a few small sharks,
lots of lobster puffers , all the fish going to bed too. At the end I saw a
large hermit crab and found a large file fish. Great night dive!!
 
Day 3
 
Dive 1 Alcyone
 
The day started as always with blue sky and sun, breakfast was good and we
prepared for the first dive. The brief was to drop down the line to 28m and
hang on. A slow descent and a strong current and as we arrived we past
shoals of sharks laying on the sand with large rays next to them. As we
approached the edge a few Hammerheads appeared and started swimming around,
probably 10 -15. The dive went quick and we soon had to leave to make our
safety stops.
 
Dive 2 Alcyone
 
WOW!!!!! Same as above but I got left with Jason, once everyone had gone it
was like a signal for all the sharks to come out. I am guessing there were
between 50 and 100 circling around us checking us out. As we neared deco we
moved to the line made a safety stop and drifted in the current. An amazing
dive!!!!!!!!
 
Dive 3 Manuelita
 
Dropping with Jason on Manuelitta we were busy looking into the gloom and
trying to distinguish a small ray, at 16m I saw an outline of a hammerhead
and he promptly shot off, as I turned around the largest school of Jacks
appeared and I was able to swim and spiral inside the ball. The dive was
nice with a few small sharks, wrasse, rays, hogfish etc. Swimming in the
surge was fun being sped through the rocks and then spat out the other side
and the dive was fairly uneventful until we left the wall, as we headed into
the blue for our safety stop we again were joined by Jacks and a few rainbow
runner, just as we were about to exit the Daniels duo spotted a shoal of
Hammerheads, they circled us and came at us from the depths, typically the
camera was off at this point aaaaahhhhhhhh!!!!!!!!!!!!. Great dive again
with a great ending.
 
Dive 4 Manuelita Inner Wall Night.
 
My first night dive. Ever!! When I told everyone I was a virgin, they were
like, woooh, this place has some of the best underwater night life in the
world. Would I like it? I wasn't sure about dropping into a dark ocean, but
forget about saving the best till last, go for it first I figured .We were
briefed to drop straight down to the bottom, about 8.5 m, find a spot & just
watch. In we went, there was some current, but we could already see the
sharks. Lots of them! Chris wandered a little taking photos, I managed to
find a cubby hole between 2 rocks & wedged myself in, my eyes glued to Chris
& Jason making sure I knew they were close. Then they came. Lots & lots &
lots of them! They came straight towards me, I thought I may have been
scared, but I wasn't, just in awe. Some swam around us, others headed
straight at us, turning at the last second when I thought they would crash
into my mask. Ahh! One touched my torch, then one brushed my leg,
unintentionally & it was gentle, what an experience!! As I shone my torch
the first thing you could see was just the gleam of their eyes. They were
clearly hunting for food, but I knew I wasn't on the menu, so watched as
they nosed into the rocks looking for a bite to eat. In the rocks were lots
& lots of lobsters, Jason managed to take a photo of one as he hung upside
down. I wanted to clap but thought it was wiser to hold onto the rocks so I
didn't move from my buddies. Then one landed on my leg, it was heavy, I was
almost lying on the bottom so kicked out & turned around, woops, it was just
Jason. Sorry Jason, I thought you were a shark. All too soon it was over,
but the memories of my fist night dive will last a lifetime. By Viv.
 
Day 4
 
Dive 1 Lone Rock
 
We awoke at 6.30 as usual but this time due to the crew and rangers shouting
as we had found 5 illegal long line boats fishing here. The exclusion zone
is 22miles. The dive was on a submerged pinnacle with massive surge, as we
descended we found a few fish luckily to keep up the shark stuff Jason saw a
Hammerhead. The usual amount of sharks followed along with small fish,
around the point though it went really dark, as we tried to figure out why
we looked up to see the most massive school of tuna. They were everywhere.
We swam with them for a while and as we neared the corner of the rock came
across the long lines. These were around the rocks and luckily there were
no fish in them, we cut some out and Javier took them up. As we continued
the lines were everywhere, thank god Cocos is a no fishing zone. Two years
and there will be no fish, the sharks on that site have already gone. Sad.
To brighten things up a nice large eagle ray appeared and we ended in the
surge with a large school of Jacks.
 
Dive 2 Submerged Rock
 
It certainly was, a large pinnacle under te sea occasionally breaking the
surface, a large arch on the back of it filled with fish. We swam around
loads of fish and tuna and a small hammerhead in the distance. Luckily to
keep our 100% record Simon and Rob found 3 hammerheads in the blue. As we
turned the corner all hell broke loose with a massive swell and current,
waiting for Jason was fun and reef hooks were really useful. We let go and
drifted away into the blue to watch some more jacks and do our stops.
Back for lunch then off to the water falls.
 
ZODIAC ! ACCOUNT BY VAL RICHARD TOM AND JANE BELOW.
 
This is the reporter on Panga 1 starting to record what we've been up to.
He who will be obeyed (Chris) has decided that we must start soon! Panga 1
is the European boat consisting of 6 Brits (Norfolk) 2 Germans and 2 Danish
divers.
25th February 2008
Dive 1 - Chatham Bay as the shakedown dive once we arrived in the Cocos.
White tipped reef sharks were waiting for us at the bottom of the line as we
descended. Others just lay on the sand not bothered by us at all. A solo
hammerhead hove into view followed by a group of 3.promising stuff. Lots of
pufferfish of various colours were bobbing around plus lots of the usual
reef fish. The trumpet fish are very big as well. Leopard moray and a solo
large flounder made for extra interest. A good start to the trip.
 
Dive 2 - Manuelita (reef to the left.)
 
Lots of WOW factor here. Many free swimming marble rays. Hammerheads were
mooching around in 2/3s above us and on the edge of the reef. Jacks and
tuna fish were dashing around harassing the reef life. Lots of white tipped
reef sharks being lazy on the sandy ledges or just mooching about. The
sandy bottom was covered in big star fish. More hammerhead action towards
the end of the dive. Big shoal of yellow striped bream.looked very
decorative!
On the surface waiting for the Panga we were mugged by a flock of seabirds
who obviously thought we would all make a very tasty snack!
 
Dive 3 - Manuelita (reef to the right.)
 
More WOW factor. White tipped reef sharks all over the place at the start
zooming in and out of the rocks. Hammerheads also at the start in 3/4s
circling around. Marble rays galore free swimming and on the sandy bottom
often snuggled up to the white tips. The crayfish are HUGE and would make a
good salad supper! One was just running along the rocks. A small hawksbill
turtle bumbled by then towards the end a group of 12/15 hammerheads lazed
by.quite impressive. Surge throughout the dive made life a little
interesting.
 
Seen more hammerheads in one day than in all my years of diving!
Night dive - Manuelita bayside
 
Totally flat calm and at only 8 metres there was the most amazing
congregation of white tipped reef sharks! The sea heaved with them.they
were everywhere. Where ever you turned sharks were in between the divers
and not at all camera shy. The dive took place between 8 and 16 metres with
sharks too numerous to count. Saw a big crayfish carrying away a small dead
seabird.hanging onto it grimly as it sought out a place to enjoy its
supper!! Small snake added some other interest.
But the overwhelming memory is of sharks.
 
Day 2 - 26.02.08
 
Dive 1 - Dirty Rocks.
 
This is a famous site for sharks. Cleaning station at the start so waited
as several hove into view. Very large white tip sharks free swimming and
tucked into crevices. Bit of a surge as we moved onto the next cleaning
station to view more hammerheads. Fan corals along the way plus hunting
jacks. Crossed over to the pinnacle to have a close view of a large shoal
of hammerheads (up to 15). Surge getting VERY frisky at this time and
getting back across to Dirty Rock was a bit of a rock clamber requiring a
good grip and perfect timing - deciding when to let go to move on was a
crucial factor! Required to hug a rock to complete the safety stop!
 
Dive 2 - Viking Rock
 
A much more civilized dive which felt more in your control. Hammerheads
immediately at the start. Many marble rays and white tipped reef sharks
combined with shoaling fish meant there was lots of action all the time.
Small sea fans plus octopus and crayfish. Big hawksbill turtle asleep
under a ledge and then for the real WOW factor - a big shoal of scalloped
hammerheads numbering about 30!! Big WOW factor.
 
Dive 3 - Pajaro Island
A stroll compared to the earlier dives. No hammerheads but lots of reef
fish in large shoals and hunting jacks. Many large crayfish and a very
large loggerhead turtle below us. Lots of hard corals at the finish meant
lots of reef fish activity. Viz closed down towards the end of the dive.
 
Dive 4 - Night Dive in Chatham Bay
Gentle nocturnal tranquility compared with Manuelita. Only saw 4 whitetips
cruising around and obviously not interested in foraging here at this time -
the pack instinct wasn't turned to GO.
Despite this there were plenty of life, ranging from sponge encrustations of
various colours plus activity in small holes with filter feeders and brittle
stars creeping around. Several porcupine fish and boxfish of various types
such as Guinea fowl fish etc and coloured wrasse and sleeping parrot fish
were seen. Various seaslugs were around varying from cream/beige white to
even pink. Many crayfish also out foraging. Stingrays were not seen or
reported even over the sandy plain.
To the edge of the plateau the rocky reef started to deepen and a gentle
current was experienced and meant that we had to head back to sand to avoid
being whisked away unknowingly. Again the phytoplankton were the best I've
seen producing swirls with each finstroke or movement when lights were
extinguished.
 
Day 3
Dive 1 - Alcyone
 
This is an underwater pinnacle where you take up a comfortable position
amongst the boulders at around 30m and wait! Shoaling hammerheads use this
as a cleaning station - you just have to spot the cleaner fish and wait for
the action to develop. There were many white tipped reef sharks laying
almost on top of each other like a can of sardines not at all phased by
divers passing over them and being almost close enough to touch them. The
park ranger later said they were pregnant females - obviously having a
power nap! There were marble rays all over the place plus large jacks and
tuna. Staying in one spot allowed ample time to admire the smaller busy
reef stuff - blennies, broomtail wrasse, other sorts of wrasse too numerous
to mention individually but they took great interest in all aspects of us
and our kit by weaving in and out of arms and legs plus the dive kit!
Pufferfish bounced around us as well. Definitely needed to use the line to
descend/ascend as there was a lot of surface current.
 
Dive 2 - Alcyone
 
A repeat performance of the first dive, but with more current this time. We
knew what the site was like, and headed off to our chosen vantage point.
This time it was across the ravine to the right of the anchor line and onto
a high point (about 26m) where there were many barber fish. Settled in
behind a rock for as much shelter from the current as possible, but when
emerging to take a photograph, the current often flipped the flash guns
backwards! We didn't have to wait long for the hammerheads. They started
arriving in squadrons from the blue, circuiting just within the limit if
visibility, and every now and then, one or two peeled off and headed for the
cleaning station. Breathe gently - keep still - move slowly - this was the
advice for photographers wanting an 'up close and personal' shot of these
magnificent animals. It did work, and patience was rewarded with a
hammerhead enjoying being cleaned right in front of us. For a very short
while, the shark seemed oblivious to other things while it enjoyed being
cleaned. This happened several times during the dive. All the time, leather
bass, yellow tailed snappers, Mexican hog fish and almaco jacks were passing
by, going about their daily business. A sudden tickling sensation beneath my
hand turned out to be the huge barnacles trying to open and feed! It was all
over too soon, and I just hope that I don't ever forget the magic of this
site.
 
Dive 3 - Silverado
 
There is a training maxim that you plan the dive and dive the plan. Well -
we were told to follow the guide to a pinnacle of rock at 10-12 metres - lay
on the sand and wait for the silver tips to arrive. Simple and spectacular
dive as 3 majestic and awesome silver tips hove into view and just kept
circling the pinnacle. You needed a head that would constantly revolve
through 360o's as they just kept on swimming round you. They were
absolutely stunning. Their skin shimmered in the light and they kept us
entranced for the whole 50minutes. When not immediately obvious it was an
excellent opportunity to study a close quarters the sandy bottom life. Tiny
delicate tube worms popped up. Little blennies peeped out of their burrows.
Two white tipped reef sharks tried to muscle in on the action but were
totally outshone by the magnificent silver tips. Definitely a huge WOW
factor with minimum gas consumption or effort on the divers behalf.
Wonderful!
 
Dive 4 - Night dive on Manuelita
As soon as we entered the water, the white tips arrived en masse. They seem
to be attracted by the torches which may help them hunt. The amazing thing
is that they never seem to bump into you, but pass by within inches. Main
sightings were a sleeping sharp nosed puffer, crayfish, snowflake moray,
tiny red tube worms, guinea fowl puffers, box fish and a few shrimps.

